Severe non-pneumonic necrotising infections in children caused by Panton-Valentine leukocidin producing Staphylococcus aureus strains.
Two cases of infection with Panton-Valentine Leukocidin (PVL) producing strains of Staphylococcus aureus are reported. A 15-year-old insulin dependent diabetic developed toxic shock syndrome and an abscess in the deep tissue around his left hip. A 34-day-old infant presented with a right orbital cellulitis with an intra-orbital collection and septicaemia. In both cases PVL-producing strains of Staphylococcus aureus were isolated. Both surgery and prolonged antibiotic combination regimens were required to eradicate the infection. The cases reported here demonstrate the wide range of clinical presentations seen with PVL producing strains, which have so far been mainly associated with furuncles and necrotising pneumonia.